Smooth pursuit eye movement dysfunction as a biological marker for prediction of disease courses of schizophrenia: a preliminary report.
We investigated the relationship between a smooth pursuit eye movement (SPEM) dysfunction and long-term disease courses of schizophrenia. Many schizophrenic patients without the SPEM dysfunction tended to show an acute onset of illness, undulating courses and relatively good outcomes. On the other hand, patients with cogwheel-like SPEM dysfunction tended to show a chronic onset, simple courses, relatively severe outcomes and negative symptoms.